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To avoid trouble with the Viceroy, Ismail had to leave the
country and settle for some time in Istanbul. When Said suc-
ceeded Abbas in 1854, Ismail came back to Egypt, and his
relations with the Viceroy were from the outset very friendly.
He was called upon by his uncle to preside over the High
Council of Justice, and was sent to Europe on more than one
mission to its courts. In 1854, while on his way to France to
negotiate for a seat for Egypt at the Peace Conference of Paris
after the conclusion of the Crimean War, he paid a visit to
the Vatican, where he was received by Pope Pius IX. More-
over, he acted as regent during Said's visits to Arabia and to
Europe.

In all these duties, Ismail acquitted himself most ably.
Ismail had combined in himself the experience of an enter-
prising business man together with a natural aptitude for
organisation and reform. He was, besides, a thrifty pains-
taking landlord, whole-heartedly devoted to the interests of
his own lands. His intelligence and savoir-faire were evident
in his masterly grasp of the details of nearly everything that
came under his notice, in his brilliant interviews and con-
versations with a multifarious succession of visitors, and in
the great constructive works which he thought out and accom-
plished. His charm of manner was, however, his best asset,
and his power of fascination was most extraordinary. " I have
never met a man," says Moberly Bell, "who failed for the
moment to succumb to it. Be his interlocutor an engineer, a
soldier, a doctor or a crack sportsman, he was sure to feel in
the presence of Ismail that he had met his match in his special
line/'1

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL PROGRESS

To all this affability and charm of character Ismail added an
extraordinary astuteness and an ambition worthy of his dis-
tinguished grandfather. Like Mohammed Ali, Ismail had in
view the aggrandisement of Egypt through his own aggrandise-
ment and that of the dynasty. To him Egypt was his large
estate, and as such ought to be developed and exploited by
himself.

Were the fellaheen lazy, conservative, and ignorant of
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